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Africa. But we hoped to get far south in the Weddell Sea
and, perhaps, strike new land. So that to prophesy that we
were about to strike ice far north outside the Antarctic circle
on this day in early January was blasphemy, and we said,
"Ice, my foot!"
The pack-ice lies like a skirt around the margins of the
Antarctic Continent, covering the face of the Southern
Ocean for hundreds of miles with a fringe of floating ice
floes. In the spring much of it melts and as the summer
advances its northern boundary retreats gradually south-
wards. In places it breaks up and disappears leaving the
sea clear, so that if you are lucky or clever enough to be
there at the right time you may reach the coast of the Con-
tinent and plant yet another name upon the chart. During
the winter in the far south there are periods of calm and in-
tense cold, between the howling blizzards, when the sea
freezes in all the countless bays and inlets around the coast
and in the open sea itself. Snow, falling continuously upon
the water, does not melt because the temperature of the sea
is below freezing, so that an even slushy film covers the face
of the water. But the sea is never still for long and soon a
swell comes and breaks up the young film that has formed
upon the surface. If the swell is heavy the film breaks up
and disintegrates, but if it is gentle the film remains and is
split up into small circular sections like pancakes whose
edges become crumpled and turned upwards as they jostle
one another. This is the youngest, the earliest kind of
pack-ice, ** pancake ice." The bows of the ship cut through
it easily with a faint whispering sound, leaving a long clear
track astern. The swell becomes damped down and
rounded as though oil had been poured upon the water.
With continuing swells the pancakes jostle one another
further and become jammed together in constellations of
two, three or four pancakes, all stuck to each other. Snow
falling upon them consolidates them into thick solid floes, so
that by constant jostling and jamming the pancake ice